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TYPE WRITTEN TRANSCRIPT OF HAND WRITTEN
STATEMENT/PROOF OF EVIDENCE OF DEREK GORDON HASLAM

RETIRED POLICE OFFICER
DOB 19.10.47

l. I am a retired police officer, having retired from the Metropolitan Police Service on

the 19th October 1989, due to ill health. Prior to my retiremenl I had served for some

seventeen years with the force, both in uniform and CID branches.

2. During my service, I received some nine (9) commissioners commendations and my

police conduct certificate shows me to have been an exemplary officer.

3. I have known Jonathan Rees, of Southern Investigations since

attached to a Crime Squad at Addington Police Station on'Z' Division.

also met Daniel Morgan his then partner.

1984, when I was

At about this time I

4. I believe I fnst met with Jonathan Rees in company with Daniel Morgan, having been

introduced by another officer, Detective Constable Alan Holmes (now deceased). DC

Holmes who was then also working at Addington Police Station.

5. In the intervening years, I got to know Jonathan Rees well, both through work and

socially. I found him to be honest and reliable and always willing to assist. I would also say

that I always found him to be both professional in his approach to work and hard working.

There was nothing of which I could observe in his character that was other than honest and

law-abiding, which would have precluded my friendship with him as a serving police officer.

6. Daniel Morgan however I felt was somewhat of a Walter Mitty type character and

very self opinionated. From what Alan Holmes told me I also had reason to believe that

Daniel Morgan prided himself as a womaniser.

7. I also understood from Alan Holmes that Daniel took great delight in rubbing people

up the wrong way who he dealt with during the course of his work.



8. From conversations I also had with Daniel in company with Alan Holmes, I also

formed the impression that he was the type to make more enemies than friends.

9. In March 1987, I was attached to the area drugs squad in order to carry out two

specific operations on'Z' Division which stemmed from intelligence I had gained from a

first class informer. It was during this month that I heard of the murder of Daniel Morgan in

a Public House car park in the Sydenham area.

10. Within two or three days of his murder I met Jonathan Rees. I found him to be in a

state of shock and bewilderment still, and at a loss as to know whom was responsible. In

addition he was concerned as to the effect Daniel's murder would have on the Company.

11. During the subsequent murder investigation carried by Detective Superintendent

Douglas Campbell, I was approached by Detective Superintendent Campbell who I had

known for a number of years since he was a Detective Sergeant on'Z' Division and later on

'W' Division. He told me that he believed that there was circumstantial evidence that

implicated Jonathan Rees with Daniel's murder. I asked Douglas Campbell if he strongly

held that opinion should I curtail my friendship with Jonathan Rees.

12. He advised me that it would be better to keep in contact with him and observe

anything that might be useful to the enquiry whether positive or negative. I told him that I

would, and added that I did not believe Jonathan Rees was responsible and asked whether or

not they were pursuing other angles. He showed me photographs of the scene and of

Daniel's body. I recall that the right side of Daniel's trousers had been torn in the area of the

trouser pocket, pulling the seem open from the pocket down towards knee level.

13. I suggested to Mr Campbell that it appeared that he may have been reaching, or have

had his hand in his pocket at the time of attack, and is being pulled round to see his attacker.

The movement of his arm and his hand being in his pocket would have caused the damage to

his trousers. Mr Campbell agreed this was very unlikely. I added if this was the case surely

if his attacker was known to him. the attacker would have been more likelv to have struck the



blow from behind. Taking into account that they may have been disturbed prior to being

certain their attack had been fatal. Campbell again stated he could see the logic of what I had

said.

14. However, I left the meeting with the impression that Mr Campbell was being driven

along one line of inquiry by Detective Inspector Jones who Mr Campbell said had made up

his mind about Jonathan Rees' guilt. At alater meeting when Detective Inspector Jones was

present, I again was struck by Jones' inability to expand his inquiry to take in the possibility

of any other reason for Daniel's murder, or even the possibility that it could have been a

street robbery that went wrong, or that Morgan had been murdered by either a person he had

upset in the course of his work, or as a result of his womanising.

15. Jones I found to be obsessed with his belief in Rees' guilg almost to the exclusion of

facts. I believe that he had allowed his personal dislike of Rees to cloud his judgement and

objectivity. This had been allowed to run riot due to Mr Campbell wrongly in my opinion

taking a back seat due to family problems I was aware he was experiencing.

16. From numerous conversations I had with Jonathan Rees up to the time of his arrest by

Hampshire Police, there was never anything in what he said or his general demeanour that

gave me the impression he was in anyway involved in Daniel's murder. However, the one

thing that became apparent was that my impression of Detective Inspector Jones' tunnel

visions and personal dislikes of Jonathan Rees was more than apparent to Jonathan Rees.

17 . During the course of my work on my drugs enquiry the job expanded to a connection

with organised crime and another outstanding drugs related murder. Due to this, I was

transferred to the Serious Crime Squad based at Tottenham Court Road Police Station. At

this time, Detective Constable Alan Holmes w.rs also working with this squad having been

seconded from the Flying Squad at Barnes Police Station as part of the Brinks Matt robbery

at Heathrow Airport.

18. During the course of my drugs investigation I was using two separate informants.

One of these informants during the course of tape recorded interviews this informant stated



that the then head of Criminal Intelligence at Scotland Yard was a corrupt officer of long

standing. This officer was also a close friend of Alan Holmes. The information given by

this informant was passed to C.I.B (2) and resulted in a vast investigation into this officer of

Commander rank, going back a number of years.

19. Part of this investigation centred on a plan by an international drug smuggler and a

well known English criminal to smuggle some one hundred million pounds worth of cocaine

into the UK. The operation to be overseen by Senior corrupt officers at the Yard including

the Commander previously mentioned. This operation went wrong when American Drugs

Enforcement Agents and F.B.I officers in Miami U.S.A intercepted telephone calls.

20. The English criminal involved, an ex informant of Detective Superintendent Landy

was arrested in London and is currently serving twenty three years for possession of a large

quantity of cocaine. His American accomplice escaped from Police custody in Yorkshire and

is still at large. His name was Kronsky. The English criminal name is

21. During the comrption investigation into Commander Adarns, head of Criminal

Intelligence, Detective Constable Holmes committed suicide rather than give evidence

against him. I subsequently found out that Alan Holmes and Daniel Morgan had been

attempting to sell a story to various Fleet Street papers for some f,10,000.00 detailing an

attempt to smuggle cocaine into the U.K assisted by Senior comrpt police officers.

22. This I believe was the same operation I refer to in the previous paragraphs. Within

two weeks of Morgan attempting to sell the story to tle press he was murdered. I also

believe that Holmes suicide may also have some connection with his involvement, and not

solely with his reluctance to give evidence against Commander Adams (now retired). When

I say involvement, I do not suggest Holmes was the murderer, but may have been aware of

the reason behind it.

23. In 1988, I believe early in the year, before the arrest of Jonathan Rees by Hampshire

Police, I was requested by Detective Chief Superintendent Wheeler the investigating officer

to meet with him and his Detective Chief Inspector whose name I cannot recall. This



meeting took place at Ely Police Station, Cambridgeshire. I explained in depth my feelings

as regards the possibility of Rees' guilg and I fully explained all of what I have detailed in

my statement, and expanding on other aspects, which lead me to believe that Morgan's death

may have had more to do with his relationship with Alan Holmes. I formed the impression

that they also were following the same route as had Detective Inspector Jones.

24. They seemed unable to grasp the enormity of what Holmes had been involved in, and

along with Morgan. The impression I got from the meeting was that they were under

enonnous pressure from Morgan's family and prominent people they had involved to help

them to secure a result.

25. In addition, from what they said to me, it seemed as though they had a low opinion of

Mr Campbell and Mr Jones investigations. They stated that it had been a total cock up from

start to finish. In my mind, I realised yet again common sense was out of the equation and

interforce rivalry was taking precedence.

26. My parting impression following a length interview was that they were intent on

charging Rees and letting the legal system sort the matter out in the courts, regardless of the

absence of any firm supporting evidence. I should also add that both officers seemed to wish

that I could assist them as regards Jonathan Rees being engaged in extra marital affairs.

27. On this subject I was unable to assist them, due to the fact that in all the time I had

known Jonathan Rees I had never heard him mention any affairs with other women. Neither

had I ever seen him with other women in what could be construed as being girlfriends or

mistresses.

28. Neither had I heard any such stories or rumours of such relationships. To the

contrary, I always found Jonathan to be well orientated to his wife and children who he doted

on.

29. In conclusion I would state during my police service I dealt with most types of

criminals and the majority of crimes. I am not the sort of person to misjudge character easily
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or be hoodwinked. If Jonathan Rees was in any way responsible directly or indirectly for the

murder of Daniel Morgan he has never given me any reason to doubt his innocence.

30. I.have been in his company on hundreds of occasions even when he had been

drinking to the point of requiring lifts, and he has never even given any intimation that would

cause me to doubt his innocence.

31. If he were guilty of this murder, he would need the acting ability of an Oscar winning

performer and the ability to be consistently over a number of years without varying his story

that could only come with specialist training.

SIGNED DAVID HASLAM

DATED IZTIJ OCTOBER 1995


